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Precious wants to be a detective when she grows up. She is always practicing at being a detective

by asking questions and finding out about other peopleâ€™s lives. There are two new students in

her class, a girl called Teb and a boy called Pontsho. She learns that they are brother and sister,

andâ€”even more excitingâ€”that Pontsho has a clever pet meerkat named Kosi. Â One day, Teb

and Pontshoâ€™s familyâ€™s cow disappears. Precious helps them look for clues to find the cow.

But getting the cow back home will require some quick thinking and help from an unexpected

source.
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In this second children's book about the "No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency" protagonist, Alexander

McCall Smith once again gives us so much to think about and so much to talk to our children and

grandchildren about. The book starts out giving a little bit of background about Precious Ramotswe

and her famous and respected father Obed. Obed was a great and respected man in Botswana and

as we are told in some of the adult books in Smiths's Series, Obed was one of those instrumental in



bringing Democracy to Botswana, an African country about the size of the State of Texas. Like

Texas, Botswana is a hot place, located just north of the country of South Africa. Yet, it is a

fascinating country and one of the very few African countries to have a successful Democratic form

of Government.The book goes on to talk about being a "non-judgemental" human being. One

should not judge harshly based on physical appearances, social status and clothing. Rather, people

should look at the heart and soul of a person to determine whether they are the type of person that

one would wish to have as a friend. Then and only then, should one make that decision and not

depend on the actions of others who do not have complete knowledge of new or different people. In

this book, two new students come to Precious' school. No one talks to them, as they are new and

they also seem to be poor, not having fancy shoes or clothing. But Precious is not concerned with

outward appearances and soon she makes friends with these two new students to find that they are

wonderful people, regardless of their socio-economic status.After Precious establishes this

friendship, her new friends invite her over to their house. it is very small indeed, and not fancy or

pretentious.
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